October 12, 2007
«NAME»
«ADD1»
«ADD2»
«CITY», «ST»  «ZIP»
Dear «PRE» «LAST»:

Can you believe your senior is graduating in just a few months?  Many of us are working on our resumes, preparing for job interviews and applying for graduate school.  Longwood has provided us with our education and opportunities in leadership and community service.  I am confident that we will become citizen leaders in our own communities once we graduate.  
I know that you already support Longwood through your payment of tuition and fees (not to mention those additional requests from your student for Wal-Mart money)!  Still, tuition does not cover the full cost of a Longwood education.  That is why I am writing to you today.  

I was upset to hear that recent state budget deficits have resulted in more than a $1.3 million cut in Longwood’s state support for the 2007-2008 year.  However, Dr. Cormier is refusing to let this unfortunate situation affect the services for our students and the level of the education we receive.  With support from alumni, parents and friends of Longwood, I am confident the Longwood family can help us maintain the educational experience that our class has come to expect after four years at Longwood.  

I am excited to share with you an opportunity to show your support of Longwood and pride in your senior with a gift to the Parents Fund, a special fund for gifts made from parents of current students.  Your gift makes a daily impact on the lives of the entire Longwood community through support of classroom activities, faculty and student recruitment efforts, professional development and internship opportunities, and Alumni Office events (which we will participate in very soon to further our involvement with Longwood!).  
Each year, an In Honor publication is presented at commencement, which lists gifts made by seniors through the Senior Challenge gift program. We would like to give our parents the opportunity to include a short message to their student in this publication.  By making a gift of any size to the Parents Fund, you may include a special note to your senior in next May’s booklet.

Thank you so much for your generosity and support of Longwood University and the Class of 2008.  Congratulations to you and your graduate and I look forward to seeing you at commencement!
In the Blue and White Spirit,
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Dustin Dwyer ‘08

Senior Class President
P.S.  Make sure to fill out the enclosed In Honor card and send it with your donation, so that we can include your special message to your student!
