April 5, 2004

Mr. Charles Miller

Dear Charles:

We hope you are as excited as we are about A Will to Excel: The Campaign for Urbana University, the University’s plan for a $4.7 million, five-year capital campaign, presented at the Faculty/Staff Advance earlier this fall.  We see this as another exciting development in the ongoing growth of the University under our president, Dr. Robert Head.  The plans to construct a new student center, to provide funding to establish endowed scholarships and other funds that will provide long-term financial support for Urbana as well as ongoing support for the Annual Fund, improvements to the campus infrastructure, and to provide an on-campus football facility, are all indications of the great things that are yet to come for Urbana.

As we did during Advance, we invite you to join us in supporting A Will to Excel with your gifts and pledges.  Rather than asking you for a one-time gift, we encourage you to make a five-year pledge, making it easier for you to support the University with a larger than usual gift and allowing you to spread your giving out over a longer period of time.  You can have your gift deducted from your paycheck or you can make payments according to your own timetable.  The important thing is to have 100 percent participation by our full and part-time faculty and staff.  The University is pressing for 100 percent participation by the Board of Trustees and the Urbana University Foundation Board of Directors.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful to equal their commitment?

Enclosed are a pledge card and return envelope.  We ask you to seriously consider what you can do to help meet the overall goal of $4.7 million for Urbana’s capital campaign; and to demonstrate to the University’s wider constituency the dedication and support that we as faculty and staff have for this campaign, and the future of Urbana University and its students.

Sincerely,

Paula Brown
John Forsthoefel

Dean of Students
Director, Graduate Education Program

