Dear Classmate of 1999,

Greetings from Richmond!  As Spring finally shows itself and another Earlham class prepares to go out into the world, I can hardly believe that it’s been five years since we did the same.  It is exciting for me to think about all that has happened since then ( the people we’ve met, the careers we’ve started.  (Okay, five years isn’t that long ( some of us are still finding our bearings and exploring the possibilities, which can be just as exciting!) 

By mostly remaining located in Richmond over those years as a part of my work, I have had the great pleasure of seeing the life and impact of the Earlham community.  Whether attending College events, participating in alumni panels, or welcoming some of you back for visits and hearing about your adventures, I’m constantly awed and inspired by the value and effect of having “Earlham People” at work in the world.  And so I think I understand what Loren Pope meant when he wrote in Colleges That Change Lives, that “[i]f every college and university sharpened young minds and consciences as effectively as Earlham does, this country would approach utopia.”   This is Earlham’s engagement with a changing world.

We must also work to insure that Earlham is accessible to the students who are today just beginning that journey, and that is why I’m writing to ask for your participation in giving to the Earlham Fund. With over 86% of Earlham students in need of financial aid this year, the Earlham Fund helps support the more than $8 million each year the college gives to financial aid.  Since tuition and fees cover only 55% of the expenses incurred by the College, we look to gifts, endowment income, and other sources to cover the remaining 45% so that Earlham can continue to provide such a unique learning experience.
We all have different financial priorities to consider, but know that no matter the amount of your gift, it helps in raising the overall giving percentage of EC alumni. A college's alumni giving participation is one of the important signs of institutional strength and is one of the criteria used by outside funding sources such as corporations and foundations when making their gifts to Earlham.  So by showing your own commitment to the value of an Earlham education, you will inspire others to the same.

I look forward to seeing you in October at our class reunion, or whenever our paths next cross.  I hope that as you look back on your time at Earlham, and all that you’ve done since, you’ll consider your gift as a way of celebrating the College’s role in your own growth, and the potential for good that comes with an ever-expanding Earlham community.

Sincerely,

Chris Hardie

P.S. Save a stamp and time(give on-line through Earlham’s new secure website at www.earlham.edu/online-giving

