August 26, 2004
Dear Beth and Jeffrey:

Welcome to Emory!  By the time you receive this letter, you will have just dropped  your student off for that first year college experience and returning to a home that is a bit quieter than when you left.  We hope your Orientation experience was smooth as well as enjoyable.

Emory, like most universities, tries to engage its parents in the Emory community and we hope that you will want to get involved.  One important way is to join the Parent Council, which assists the school in raising money by hosting events and communicating with other parents; interacting with the administration and promoting the university to others; and participating in special presentations, faculty lectures, tours, and social events.  Emory's Parent Council consists of a group of about seventy families and reflects a wide geographic distribution.  We are extending invitations to a select group of parents of undergraduate students asking them to serve on the Council.  One or both parents may serve on the Parent Council for at least two years.   

As Co-Chairs of the Emory Parent Council, we would like to invite you to serve on the Council with us as we feel that you will lend leadership to our peers.  Your involvement will play a major role in affording our sons and daughters new and expanded educational opportunities while furthering the mission of the University, as clearly defined by its character, tradition, and quality of education.  We have enclosed a description of your responsibilities as Council members, so you will fully understand the Council's mission. 

The Council will meet twice a year, with the first meeting scheduled to coincide with Emory Family Weekend, October 22-24, 2004.  We can assure you the time commitment required of Council members will not be excessive, although it can be as much as you wish to make it. 

We are parents of a recent Emory graduate and a rising senior, who have both flourished at Emory.  As members of the Council for the past five years, we have found the experience to be rewarding.  We hope you will accept this invitation by completing and returning the enclosed form by Monday, September 13.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call Jodi Gup, senior director of the Emory Parent Giving Program, at (404) 727-0673 or jgup@emory.edu.

Thank you very much for consideration of this invitation to join with us in support of Emory University.  We look forward to meeting you at Emory in October. 

Sincerely, 
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Barbara and Duane Davenport P’00, P’05

Co-Chairs, Emory Parent Council
_1114414116

