May 3, 2004

IT'S YOUR LAST OPPORTUNITY!

Dear Colleague,

Late last summer (2003) Urbana University introduced A Will to Excel: The Campaign for Urbana University, the University’s plan for a $4.7 million, five-year capital campaign.  As you know, completion of this goal will allow the university to construct a new student center, to provide funding to establish endowed scholarships and other funds that will provide long-term financial support for Urbana as well as ongoing support for the Annual Fund, bring additional improvements to the campus infrastructure, and provide on-campus football facilities -- all indications of the great things that are yet to come for Urbana. 

At that same time we began our efforts to encourage the participation of each member of our campus community. As co-chairs of the Faculty/Staff Gifts Committee for this campaign we organized ourselves by office or department and volunteers within those areas served as "captains."  Our captains were charged with the responsibility of asking their fellow faculty/staff to make a gift or pledge to the capital campaign.  All of these people did an outstanding job of personally visiting with each person (including yourself) and asking for their support.  At last report, 106 faculty and staff (over 82 percent) have committed themselves to this campaign. 
We are quickly approaching the end of our fiscal year and want to encourage you to make a gift or pledge to the "A Will to Excel" campaign before May 31.  Each new person that indicates their participation adds approximately one more percentage point to our total and it would be great if we were able to attain our goal of 100 percent participation by the end of May.  This would equal the commitment of our Board of Trustees.  In addition, our full participation also demonstrates to the University’s wider constituency the dedication and support that we as faculty and staff have for this campaign, and the future of Urbana University and its students.

We would suggest making a five-year pledge.  By spreading your support out over sixty months it would be easier for you to make a larger than usual gift to Urbana University for this very important capital campaign.  In addition you can have your gift deducted directly from your paycheck or you can make your contributions according to your own timetable.  If you would like to help us reach our goal but are hesitating with summer approaching, simply submit your pledge now but designate that you wish to start contributing toward your pledge after the start of the 2004 fall semester.  A pledge card and return envelope are enclosed with this letter.

Thanks for seriously considering your commitment to this campaign!

Paula Brown




John Forsthoefel

Dean of Students



Director, Graduate Education Program

Enclosures
