2003-2004 Parent Objection Cheat Sheet

Objection: I’m paying tuition therefore I can’t get involved.  The tuition that I pay is my contribution to the school.

· Unfortunately tuition/student fees account for only 25% of the school’s budget.  While paying these fees will keep __________ in school, it won’t improve his/her situation.   _______ will have less class availability, class sizes will increase, and as a result, will limit resources.

· By getting involved with a generous contribution, the school will be able to make immediate changes, such as create new programs, hire more faculty (To be used for higher levels)

· The tuition actually goes towards administration costs/general operation of the staff.  Through our program, you can give directly towards specific programs and activities your student is involved in.

· Objection: I cannot contribute due to the fee increase.

· Unfortunately, many parents are in a similar situation.  However, financial Aid will cover the fee increase for approximately 40% of UC students.  Additional UC grants & Cal Grants will offset the increase in tuition.  Furthermore, Parents may benefit from federal tax credits, such as the Hope and Lifetime credits, which range between $800-$3000, and additional scholarships & parent loans.

· We also must keep in mind that CA resident fees are still $1200 lower than most other public universities.  Plus, if you can contribute a gift to financial aid, this gift could eventually affect the amount of financial aid that can be offered next year.  The more gifts that are directed towards financial aid, the more scholarships and aid they can offer.

· UCSC is doing their best to find other means of mitigating the budget deficit.  In fact, student fee increases actually only represent 25% of the University’s response to the States economic crisis.
Objection: I have more than one kid in college.

· If you contribute through our program and donate to some specific area on campus, you can provide your child with more opportunities. 

· Utilize the donor roll more strategically: While we recognize that you cannot contribute with a larger gift, you can still get involved at a level that you are comfortable with.  If you get involved at the donor-roll level (a gift of $100), your name will be placed on a list of donors that gets distributed to large corporations.  Large corporations evaluate the school based on alumni and parent contributions.  If you give at this level, we can essentially shift the responsibility of private support onto corporations who can afford to contribute to the school.  

Objection: The state deficit is affecting me as well.  I don’t even know if I will have a job in a few months.

· I am sorry to hear that, but you must keep in mind that the universities are the institutions that are desperately in need of funding and support.  With cuts to outreach programs, class size, and faculty, it has been very difficult for UCSC to maintain its high level of academic excellence.

· Participation is key and if each parent got involved with a generous gift of $25-50, then we could maintain the necessary programs that have unfortunately been eliminated thus far since the budget cuts.  For example, the Journalism minor as well as Communication & Rhetoric have been cut from the core curriculum in the Humanities division.  

· Also, gifts of $50 go a long way.  For example, with each gift of $50, the library can purchase a book, and with the cost of books increasing 5-8% each year, we need to provide funding for our libraries.

Objection: I rather give the money to my kid.

· The money can be used directly for his/her education.  You can essentially contribute to his/her major, and you know that the money will be used in a constructive way.  

Objection: I support my alma mater and my child will support his/hers when he/she graduates.  

· When ________ graduates, the economy could recover by then, and donations may not be as desperately needed.

· The university operates in relation to the economy, and if you get involved now, the money can be used to make immediate changes in your child’s educational experience.

