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From the President…

As our students return to campus after their time at home with you during the holidays, I am reminded once again that the Yeshiva University community extends far beyond the geographic boundaries of our campuses and New York.  No matter where you live, you are a member of the YU family, united by memories and traditions, and by a conviction that our university is vital to our future.
This is a special place and a special time.  We truly are America’s Jewish University in service to humanity, a university with a yeshiva at its heart.  As such, Yeshiva University must be an educational and inspirational experience—a leadership laboratory—for our students. We offer the irreplaceable value of academic excellence in an embracing Jewish environment, with opportunities for scholarship and personal growth that lead to a lifetime of Torah values.  We are a national research university and the cornerstone of a community that values lifelong learning and public service.  

Many exciting things have been happening across the University as we move forward this year, especially in the area of student services:  the new renovated Sy Syms Fitness Center has opened on the Wilf Campus, an exciting new food court and commons was built on the Beren Campus to better serve our women undergraduates, an internet café is in progress on the Wilf Campus.  This winter we inaugurate new mental health and academic advisement centers that ensure that our students advance their educations securely and in good health.  A new team of Pastoral Counselors at the Wilf campus are assisting students in the challenging issues of acculturation to a new, rigorous academic community.

We made great strides in 2003-04, but it is just a beginning.  We need your endorsement of these directions and your assistance in enabling them in ensuring our future by making a gift to YU’s annual fund.

Your gift supports a wide range of important needs:  financial assistance to our most deserving students, enhanced student services and activities, the continued strengthening of academic programs and facilities, and support for the development of new initiatives.  

We have set an ambitious goal of $1.5 million for this year for our alumni annual fund, and with your involvement we can reach our target.  The contributions of YU alumni, friends, and parents have benefited several generations of students.  Help us to perpetuate that tradition by making a donation to Yeshiva University today.  Every gift counts, and your participation is important – each donation, individually and together with others, makes a difference to our students and adds to our success.  

Esther and I wish you a happy and healthy New Year and לשנה טובה.

Sincerely,
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Richard M. Joel

President

PS – You can now make your donation online!   Please visit our Web site, www.yu.edu, follow the “Online Gift Form” link, and put your gift to work for our students today.  And enjoy the news and vitality of our website.
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