2002 Senior Campaign Script

Hello, my name is _________ and I am a member of the 2002 Senior Campaign Committee at LC.  May I please speak with __________?

Hi, ______, how are you today?  (listen)  That’s great!  
Today I’m calling to talk to you about the 2002 Senior Campaign.  Have you heard anything about the campaign so far? (listen)  

For the last two years, the senior classes of Lynchburg College have organized and participated in a Senior Class Campaign for the Annual Fund.  Most colleges and universities around the country ask their seniors to participate in similar campaigns.  The senior campaign is vital to LC not only in terms of gifts to the Annual Fund but also in terms of adding value to your diploma through increased alumni participation.

Alumni gifts to the Annual Fund provide important budget relief for several broad areas: LC’s greatest needs, student scholarships, library enhancements, and faculty development.  Annual gifts are used during the current fiscal year, which at LC runs from July 1 to June 30.

The Senior Campaign is designed to be a four-year pledge, and the first pledge payment is not due until June 30, 2003.  That gives you an entire year after graduation to settle into your new job and place to live.

The Class of 2001 received $12,500 in pledges from 125 seniors last year.  This year, The Class of 2002 has set a goal to raise $15,000 in pledges to the Annual Fund from 150 members of our class.  So far, we’ve raised $9,101 from 92 seniors.  Most of our classmates are honoring family members or faculty with their pledges.  (feel free to personalize by discussing whom you’re honoring) 

Will you help us meet our goal by considering a gift of $100, broken down into four payments of $25?  Remember, the first $25 is not due for a full year after graduation, so you don’t have to pay anything now, and $25 a year breaks down to only $2 a month.

If “yes,” move to the next page of the script.  If “no,” keep trying!

NO#1 (after listening to classmate’s objection):  I understand your concern.  $25 is really a small amount that goes a long way toward helping current and future LC students.  If you break it down even further, that’s only $2 a month, and you can even pay in installments if you like.

NO#2:  We’re also trying to increase our rate of participation this year, so your participation is just as important as the size of your gift.  Many corporations and foundations look at the percentage of participation when considering us for support.  Can you help us reach our participation goal with a gift of $60, broken down into $15 a year for four years?

NO#3:  I understand.  If you change your mind, you can fill out the pledge card you received in the mail and drop it in the pledge box at Westover, or you can email hoover@lynchburg.edu to make your pledge.  Thank you for taking the time to speak with me today.

If YES:

Great – thank you!  (Verify the amount for each year and the total amount – i.e. $25 a year for four years for a total of $100.)

Many of us are making our senior campaign pledges in honor or in memory of someone important to us who has helped us along the way.  Is there anyone you’d like to honor or remember with your pledge?

If YES:  Take down the name and contact information (if possible) of the honorees.  If they don’t know the contact information, they can email it to hoover@lynchburg.edu. 

Thank you so much for your pledge today.  Remember, you don’t have to pay anything until next year, when LC will send you a reminder.  I hope you have a good day!

After you hang up:

Be sure the pledge card is completely and legibly filled out.  On the signature line, print “via phone” and your name.  Give the card to Lorie or put it in the “pledge” section of the sorting station.

If the person wasn’t home or refused, make a note of that on your contact list.  Also note any other comments that may be relevant.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING WITH THE SENIOR CAMPAIGN!

