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NAIT History Prior to 1963:

1960 

· 1959: Government of Alberta announces decision to build a facility in Edmonton to supplement the province's capacity for apprenticeship and vocational training that was being handled solely by the Provincial Institute of Technology (PITA) in Calgary (established in 1916) 

· January 1960: Jack P. Mitchell appointed Principal of a proposed new Provincial Vocational School in Edmonton that would be designed to offer three levels of training -- semi-skilled or diversified occupational training, skilled or apprenticeship training, and semi-professional or technical education 

· December 1960: Federal Department of Labour announces the Vocational and Technical Training Agreement with the provinces (agreement provides substantial financial assistance of up to 75% of the cost of construction and equipment for new technical and apprenticeship training facilities, but has a termination date of March 31, 1963) 

· Decision made December 14 to call the new technical institute the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology (NAIT); PITA renamed the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology 

1961 

· Jack Mitchell decides NAIT should be built near city centre on a 26-acre site adjacent to Edmonton's Municipal Airport (other sites being considered were in St. Albert and adjoining the University of Alberta farm on the City's south side); negotiations with City completed and 21-acre site purchased through Alberta Public Works in October 

1962 

· Construction begins in early January on Phase I of campus development (2 buildings); Mortar Trades Building completed in April, Industrial Building in September 

· Phase II of the project begins in March, involving construction of General Offices, Library, Food Services Department, Welding Building and Services Building 

· April 1: William A.B. Saunders, P.Eng. appointed NAIT’s second principal (title changed to president in 1970) when Jack Mitchell returns to Department of Education as Director of Technical and Vocational Education 

· Phase III of construction awarded in May 

· May 1: General Office established (temporarily) in Mortar Trades Building 

· NAIT's very first class (of 29 Communication Electrician apprentices) enrolled; training begins October 1, some 4 months in advance of the intended opening of the Apprenticeship Division 

· November 28: Apprenticeship Division of NAIT officially opened by A.O. Alberg, Minister of Education and W. Skoreyko, MP 

CLASS OF 1963
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NAIT NEWS

· January 4: First major intake of apprentices (NAIT will train 1,591 apprentices during the 1962/63 year) 

· May 27: Institute officially opened by Premier Manning (the blue and gold of the draperies used are adopted as the school colours); the new $16 million institute (including $3.5 million for equipment) has 80 staff and features 15 acres of floor area under one roof, including 53 shops, 39 labs, 77 classrooms, 109 offices, 155 service areas (cafeteria, library, gym, auditorium, student activity areas, power plant and mechanical equipment room); Library dedicated to Dr. G. Fred McNally, Chairman of the National Technical and Vocational Training Advisory Council 

· August: Student Services Division created, encompassing the Library, Duplicating Services, Audio-Visual, Health Services, Counseling, Registrar's office, physical and leisure activities, intramural and intercollegiate athletics, services for students with disabilities, and high school liaison 

· September: First full-time students register for the 1963/64 school year (Apprenticeship Division offering programs in 19 trades to 2,506 students and four pre-employment courses to 49 students; Technology Division offering first year of 17 technical programs to 580 students; Business and Vocational Division offering 11 courses to 498 students) 

· First Continuing Education students register for fall session 

· NAIT offers first staff In-Service Training Course in Pedagogy September 3-13 

· November 1: First meeting of the Interim Council held to help formulate the NAIT students' union constitution and elect the students' council 

· NAIT Students' Association established; first student yearbook (The Northern Torch) and newspaper published 

· During year, 16 advisory committees formed (many from the ad hoc committees that had originally helped develop the programs) 
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*
The separatists group, Front de Liberation du Quebec (FLQ) sets off bombs in Montreal

*
Liberals under Pearson win with a minority vote

WORLD NEWS
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Martin Luther King delivers his famous I Have A Dream speech

*
American President John F. Kennedy is assassinated

*
The first successful artificial heart implant is performed

*
Kenya achieves independence

*
A treaty to ban nuclear tests is signed

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Cleopatra

*
Tom Jones

MUSIC:
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Blowing in the Wind, Peter, Paul and Mary
*
He’s So Fine, The Chiffons
*
Bob Dylan
*
The Beach Boys
TV:
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*
Perry Mason

*
The Jetsons

*
Candid Camera

FASHION:

*
The bouffant hairdo is still in style

CLASS OF 1964
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· Institute’s first Open House held Wednesday and Thursday evening, March 11-12 from 7-10 p.m. and Friday, March 13 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (to accommodate local and regional high school students); estimated attendance is 20,000 and proves so popular that visitors continue to show up throughout Friday evening, even though the event ended in the afternoon 

· October 28: First Awards Day held; Minister of Education R.H. McKinnon presents scholarships and prizes to students; Minister of Labour R. Reierson presents journeyman certificate to 10,000th apprentice to receive the designation in Alberta 

· At a special ceremony, federal Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs presents NAITSA's president with an ookpik; "Ook" becomes NAIT's mascot 

CANADA NEWS

*
Social Insurance numbers and cards are issued to Canadians

*
Northern Dancer is the first Canadian horse to win the Kentucky Derby

WORLD NEWS


*
The Beatles appear for the first time on the Ed Sullivan Show

*
Nelson Mandela is sentenced to life imprisonment

*
The Ranger VII takes close up photos from the moon

*
Military leaders seize power in Brazil

*
The Surgeon General releases a report that links smoking to lung cancer

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:


*
Mary Poppins

*
My Fair Lady
MUSIC:
*
A Hard Days Night, The Beatles
*
I Got You Babe, Sonny and Cher

*
Hello Dolly, Louis Armstrong

TV:

*
What’s My Line

*
The Adams Family

*
The Munsters

*
The Ed Sullivan Show

CLASS OF 1965

NAIT NEWS

· NAIT begins expansion beyond original campus with construction of outdoor track; construction of seven-storey Tower Building ($2.5 million) and Industrial Annex ($627,000) underway on Main Campus 

· Institute’s second Open House held Wednesday and Thursday, March 17-18 from 7-10 p.m. and Friday, March 19 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; estimated attendance is 24,000

· First graduation ceremony held to honour 326 graduates of diploma and certificate programs 

*
Frosh week has its first huge success

*
NAIT Radio is developed

*
An outdoor track is built
CANADA NEWS
*
The new Canadian flag is inaugurated

*
Roman Catholic churches begin to celebrate masses in English

*
Peacekeeping ends in the Congo, and troops are posted to Cyprus

*
Hydro-Electric power commission of Ontario accidentally causes a major power blackout in North America

WORLD NEWS


*
Malcolm X is shot to death

*
Singapore becomes independent

*
Rhodesia declares independence

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Dr. Zhivago

*
The Sound of Music
MUSIC:

*
I Can’t Get No Satisfaction, The Rolling Stones
*
Flowers On the Wall, The Statler Brothers
TV:

*
Bonanza

*
Gomer Pyle

*
Bewitched

FASHION:

*
Go-go boots

*
Polyester pant suits

*
The miniskirt makes its appearance in London

CLASS OF 1966

NAIT NEWS

*
March 16: Lieutenant-Governor J. Grant MacEwan officially opens Tower Building and Industrial Annex one day prior to the Institute's third annual Open House (held Friday, March 18 from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Saturday, March 19 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 

· Director of Instruction appointed in June to design comprehensive Instructor Training Program 

*
Administration, with the support of NAITSA, asks students to dress in jacket and tie to attend classes.

*
New ¼ mile asphalt track and sports field is built 
CANADA NEWS


*
The Canada Pension Plan is announced

*
CBC television begins broadcasting in color
WORLD NEWS


*
The Black Panther group forms in the United States

*
The Cultural Revolution begins in China

*
Luna 9 (USSR) makes soft landing on the moon

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:
*
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolfe?

*
A Man for all Seasons

MUSIC:
*
Monday Monday, Momma’s and the Poppa’s
*
I’m A Believer, The Monkeys
*
Strangers in the Night, Frank Sinatra
TV:
*
Star Trek begins

*
Gilligans Island

*
Batman

FASHION:
*
Turtlenecks

*
“Twiggy” look

CLASS OF 1967


NAIT NEWS

*
Canadian history is made when NAIT is the first educational institute ever to develop their own television station 

CANADA NEWS  

*
Canada celebrates its centennial birthday
*
The Army, Royal Canadian Navy and Royal Canadian Air Force are joined to become the Canadian Armed Forces
*
Montreal is host to EXPO ’67

*
French President Charles De Gaulles says “Vive le Quebec Libre” during a visit to Montreal

WORLD NEWS


*
First successful human heart transplant is performed

*
Three Apollo astronauts are killed in spacecraft fire during a simulated launch

*
Chinese explodes its first hydrogen bomb

*
The first synthetic version of DNA is produced

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:
*
In the Heat of the Night

*
Bonnie and Clyde

MUSIC:

*
The Doors
*
Jimi Hendrix
*
Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Ban, The Doors
*
Up, Up and Away, 5th Dimension
TV:
*
The Lucy Show

*
The Andy Griffith Show

FASHION:
*
Turtlenecks

*
Miniskirts

CLASS OF 1968

NAIT NEWS

*
Students participate for the first time in Shinerama fundraiser for Cystic Fibrosis

· NAIT and University of Alberta pilot a program to admit 22 NAIT engineering technology diploma graduates into first year and 7 into second-year Engineering at the university

· Jay Wing added to Main Campus

*
Aretean society is formed for women

CANADA NEWS

*
Pierre Trudeau is elected Prime Minister

*
Canadian divorce laws are reformed

*
Royal Commission on the status of women is appointed
WORLD NEWS


*
Martin Luther King is assassinated

*
The Russians invade Chzechlosovakia
*
Japan becomes the world’s second strongest economic power after the United States

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:
*
2001-A Space Odyssey
*
Space Odyssey

*
Oliver!
MUSIC:
*
Mrs. Robinson, Simon and Garfunkel
*
I heard it through the Grapevine, Marvin Gaye
*
The Animals
*
Cream
*
Steppenwolf
TV:
*
The Doris Day Show

*
The Andy Griffith Show

*
The Lucy Show

*
The Beverly Hillbillies 

FASHION:
*
Love beads

*
Bell bottoms

*
Nehru jackets

*
Bright colors

CLASS OF 1969

NAIT NEWS

*
Vice-President of Zambia is impressed by our facilities during a visit to our campus.  Zambia planned to build a technical institute similar to that of NAIT

· Western Inter-Collegiate Conference (WICC) undergoes constitutional amendment and becomes the Alberta Colleges Athletic Conference (ACAC)

CANADA NEWS


*
English and French become the two official languages of the Federal 
Government

*
Abortion laws are liberalized

*
Breathalyzers are put to the test in the fight against drinking and driving

WORLD NEWS


*
Neil Armstrong becomes the first man to walk on the moon

*
Richard Nixon is elected President of the United States

*
The original Woodstock Festival is held

*
The first test flight of supersonic aircraft, le Concorde, is successful

*
Charles Manson and other members of his cult murder actress Sharon Tate along with 6 others in an event that was called Helter Skelter
TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid

*
Hello, Dolly!

MUSIC:

*
Aquarius, 5th Dimension
*
Clouds, Joni Mitchell
TV:

*
Laugh-In

*
The Dick Van Dyke Show

*
Sesame Street debuts on public television

FASHION:
*
Hot pants

*
Short shorts

*
Tye-die t-shirts

CLASS 0F 1970


NAIT NEWS

*
The ATTIC coffee house is formed on the upper level of the tower by the student association

CANADA NEWS

*
The FLQ kidnap James Cross and Pierre Laporte precipitating the October Crisis.  Laporte is later found murdered

*
The Trudeau Government applies the War Measures Act, limiting civil rights

WORLD NEWS

*
U.S. troops invade Cambodia

*
Flood kills 500,000 in East Pakistan

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
M*A*S*H

*
Love Story
MUSIC:
*
I’ll be There, Jackson 5

*
Bridge Over Troubled Waters, Simon and Garfunkel
*
Don’t Play That Song, Aretha Franklin
*
The Beatles break-up

TV:
*
Gomer Pyle

*
Here’s Lucy

FASHION:
*
Bell bottom pants

*
Hip huggers

*
Hot pants

*
Platform shoes

*
Clogs

CLASS OF 1971


NAIT NEWS

*
George W. Carter is appointed President of NAIT

· Constuction begins on new Activities Centre (completion scheduled for June 1973) 

· Renovations underway on Princess Anne Scool building and property acquired from Edmonton Public School Board
CANADA NEWS

*
The Federal Government officially adopts policy of multiculturalism

*
Greenpeace is founded in Vancouver, BC

WORLD NEWS

*
The CAT-SCAN Imagine is invented in the UK

*
Soft contact lenses receive FDA approval

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Clockwork Orange

*
The French Connection
MUSIC:

*
One Bad Apple, The Osmonds
*
It’s Too Late, Carole King
*
Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin both die of drug overdoses

TV:

*
Hawaii Five-0

*
Gunsmoke

*
Here’s Lucy

FASHION:
*
Smiley face stickers and buttons

TRENDS:
*
Lava Lamps

CLASS OF 1972


NAIT NEWS

*
NAIT begins holding Cabarets!

*
NAIT is placed under jurisdiction of newly created Alberta Department of Advanced Education (previously operated under the Alberta Department of Education)

CANADA NEWS

*
Canada beats out the Russians in their first ever Hockey Challenge!
WORLD NEWS

*
The Watergate Scandal involving President Nixon is made public

*
The term Bloody Sunday is coined after 13 Roman Catholics are killed by British troops during a riot
*
Britain takes over direct rule of Northern Ireland

*
Nike Inc (the world’s largest sneaker company) is founded

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
The Godfather

*
Cabaret

THEATER:

*
Grease

*
Cabaret
*
Pippin
MUSIC:
*
American Pie, Don McLean
*
I Can See Clearly Now, Johnny Nash
*
Alice Cooper
*
The Who
TV:

*
All In The Family

*
The Flip Wilson Show

*
Funny Face

CLASS OF 1973

NAIT NEWS

· First Business Conference held at the Chateau Lacombe (Holiday Inn Crown Plaza) for Business Administration students (became an annual event and the third-largest conference to be held in Edmonton, involving more than 800 students and 300 guests) 

· NAIT's 14-level Parkade (capacity 1,025 vehicles - the largest single self-contained parking garage in Alberta) completed in November 

· NAIT 50 m swimming pool officially opens

· Activities Centre Opens

CANADA NEWS

*
Separatist group Bloc Quebecois becomes official opposition in a provincial election

WORLD NEWS


*
Direct American involvement in the Vietnam War ends with the January declaration 
of cease-fire

*
A global energy crisis emerges

*
Artist Pablo Picasso passes away

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
The Exorcist

*
American Graffiti
MUSIC:
*
Killing Me Softly With His Song, Roberta Flack
*
Innervisions, Stevie Wonder
*
Bruce Springstein
TV:

*
All In The Family

*
Sanford and Son

*
The Mary Tyler Moore Show

FASHION:
*
Tank top becomes popular

CLASS OF 1974

NAIT NEWS

· NAIT inaugurates Buddy System to enable prospective students from high schools to spend up to two days at NAIT attending classes with a "buddy" from the program of their choice 

· NAIT logo developed 

· Sewing Centre opens in Edmonton's west end (housing NAIT's Tailoring Technician program)

· Swimming Pool opens - complete with water polo goals reputed to be the finest anywhere in the world (designed and built entirely at NAIT) 

· Continuing Education issues first Spring/Summer Session calendar, featuring more than 50 courses to serve some 3,000 students 

· NAIT expansion plan to increase space by 600,000 square feet approved by Departmnent of Advanced Education to accommodate enrolment of some 7,000 students by 1978 

· NAITLINE, a series of 26 half-hour programs about the technology training offered at NAIT, debuts September 26 on Capital Cable 

· For the first time, NAIT receives approval for two projects under the Department's Innovative Projects Fund: an investigation into curriculum development and instructional/learning systems, and computer assisted instruction

CANADA NEWS

*
Trudeau’s Liberals win a majority government

WORLD NEWS


*
President Nixon resigns 

*
A Soviet space probe lands on Mars
*
Dr. Henry Heimlich describes the Heimlich Maneuver, an effective to way to stop choking

*
Primitive word processors begin to populate offices

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Chinatown

*
The Godfather Part II
MUSIC:

*
I Honestly Love You, Olivia Newton John
*
Billy Joel
TV:
*
Kojak

*
M*A*S*H

FASHION:
*
Levi-Strauss Jeans are introduced

CLASS OF 1975


NAIT NEWS

· Three courtyards landscaped and furnished on Main Campus 

· NAIT leases Patricia Building facility in northwest Edmonton to house Pipe Trades, Sheet Metal and Auto Body programs (to be relocated by September 1975)

· First annual awards night held for Radio and Television Arts students to honour the best in 20 areas of accomplishment in broadcasting 

CANADA NEWS

*
Toronto’s CN Tower becomes the world’s tallest freestanding structure

*
Trudeau institutes wage and price controls to fight inflation
WORLD NEWS

*
The Vietnam War officially ends.  The final death toll is 1.3 million

*
Bill Gates and Paul Allen found the Microsoft computer company

*
Apollo and Soyuz spacecraft take off for US–Soviet link-up in space

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Jaws

*
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

MUSIC:

*
Lying Eyes, The Eagles
*
Love Will Keep us Together, The Captain & Tennille
*
Anything Disco!

TV:

*
The Jeffersons

*
Chico And The Man

*
All In The Family

TRENDS:
*
Mood rings


٭  Pet rocks


*
Rubik’s cube

٭  Sea monkeys

CLASS OF 1976

NAIT NEWS

· Chinook Days are introduced, giving students a three-day break in February.

· Plaza I (formerly Loblaws) purchased

CANADA NEWS


*
Montreal City plays host to the ’76 Olympic Games
*
The Death penalty is abolished in Canada 

*
Team Canada wins the first annual Canada Cup

*
A 200-mile fishing zone is announced for Canada’s coast
*
Rene Levesque, leader of the Parti Quebecois, becomes the premier of his province

*
The Eaton’s Company discontinues catalogue sales after 92 continuous years
WORLD NEWS

*
Jimmy Carter is elected President of the United States

*
North and South Vietnam unite

*
Europe experiences worst draught in recorded history

*
Apple Computers is founded

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Rocky

*
Taxi Driver

MUSIC:
*
Tonight’s the Night (Gonna Be All Right), Rod Stewart
*
Disco Lady, Johnnie Taylor
*
Don’t Keep Breaking My Heart, Elton John

TV:
*
Lavern and Shirley

*
Rich Man Poor Man

*
Bionic Woman

CLASS OF 1977

NAIT NEWS

· Plaza II (formerly Simpson Sears) building purchased

· Plaza III (formerly the Sears Service Station) building purchased

CANADA NEWS

*
Highway signs are changed to the metric system

*
Quebec passes Bill 101, legislation that limits access to English language schools for children of parents who had been educated in English

WORLD NEWS

*
The space craft Enterprise has a successful first flight 

*
Lung cancer becomes the second most common cancer among women
*
Charlie Chaplin and Bing Cosby pass away

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Star Wars

*
Annie Hall
MUSIC:
*
Hotel California, The Eagles
*
Rumors, Fleetwood Mack
*
You Light Up My Life, Debby Boon
*
Elvis Prestley dies
TV:

*
Happy Days

*
Charlie’s Angels

*
Lavern and Shirley

TRENDS:
*
Hacky Sack’s are introduced

CLASS OF 1978

CANADA NEWS

*
The Supreme Court declares unilangual legislatures and courts as unconstitutional (Quebec and Manitoba) 

*
Commonwealth Stadium is opened in Edmonton

WORLD NEWS

*
The first test tube baby is born in England

*
A supertanker breaks apart off the French Brittany coast

*
The first non-Italian Pope since 456 years ago is elected 

*
Volkswagen Beetle halts production on its bug.  A new Beetle car will not be seen again until 1998

*
Coca cola signs a deal to have exclusive selling rights in China, meanwhile Pepsi-cola has a similar arrangement in the USSR

*
98% of all American households have a television set

*
Camp David Summit talks between Egypt and Israel are hosted by President Carter

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Midnight Express

*
Deer Hunter

MUSIC:
*
Saturday Night Fever, The Bee Gee’s
*
Just the Way You Are, Billy Joel
*
Le Freak, Chic

TV:
*
Happy Days

*
M*A*S*H

*
The Jeffersons

CLASS OF 1979


NAIT NEWS

*
Stanley G. Souch is appointed new President of NAIT
CANADA NEWS

*
Edmonton Oilers join the NHL

WORLD NEWS


*
Three Mile Island US nuclear accident occurs

*
NASA discovers ring around Jupiter

*
Margaret Thatcher becomes the first woman Prime Minister of Britain

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Apocalypse Now

*
Kramer vs. Kramer
MUSIC:
*
I Will Survive, Gloria Gaynor
*
My Sharona, The Knack
*
Minute by Minute, The Doobie Brothers
TV:

*
Charlie’s Angels

*
Dukes Of Hazard

*
Happy Days

CLASS OF 1980


NAIT NEWS

*
The Central Services Buildings and the Industrial/Technical Building is opened 

CANADA NEWS


*
O’Canada becomes our official national anthem

*
Quebec votes against separation in referendum

*
Jeanne Sauve becomes the first women Speaker of the House of Representatives

*
Canada, along with 57 other countries, boycotts Moscow’s Olympic Games in protest to the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan

*
The Muttart Conservatory is opened in Edmonton

WORLD NEWS


*
John Lennon of the Beatles is shot and killed in New York City

*
Ronald Reagan is elected President 

*
Small Pox is eradicated
*
Mount St. Helens volcano erupts (US)

*
Ted Turner launches CNN

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
The Empire Strikes Back

*
The Elephant Man
MUSIC:
*
The Wall, Pink Floyd
*
Crazy Little Thing Called Love, Queen

*
The Rose, Bette Midler
*
Lady, Kenny Rogers

TV:

*
Dukes Of Hazard

*
Three’s Company

*
The Love Boat

CLASS OF 1981


NAIT NEWS

*
Services to Disabled Students Unit is officially opened

CANADA NEWS


*
Terry Fox, whose marathon of hope raised millions in funds for Cancer research, dies midway through his journey

*
The Federal Government and all provinces with the exception of Quebec agree on a way of patriating the constitution

*
Public signs written in English are banned in Quebec

*
The first stage of West Edmonton Mall is completed 

WORLD NEWS


*
A.I.D.S. is identified for the first time

*
Pope John Paul II is wounded by a gunmen
*
IBM launches Personal Computers
*
The French TGV is world’s fastest train
*
MTV is launched
*
Prince Charles marries Lady Diana Spencer

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Raiders of the Lost Ark

*
Chariots of Fire

MUSIC:
*
Physical, Olivia Newton John
*
Endless Love, Diana Ross and Lionel Richie
TV:
*
Dallas

*
The Love Boat

*
Magnum P.I

*
The Smurfs

FASHION:
*
Shoulder pads are added to everything

*
Hair defies gravity

*
Preppy and punk look predominate youth market

CLASS OF 1982


NAIT NEWS

*
NAIT Ooks Hockey Team wins its first-ever CCAA national championship

*
The Board of Governors takes over the governance of the Institute from the Government of Alberta

· Board of Governors decides in September to create a NAIT Foundation as a separate body empowered to raise and manage all funds outside NAIT's regular grants and resources

*
Enrolment in full-time diploma and certificate programs reaches 5,381
CANADA NEWS

*
The Canada Act replaces the 1867 constitution
*
Canada’s worst recession since the Great Depression begins

*
A new constitution and Charter of Rights and Freedoms is introduced
WORLD NEWS

*
Falkland War begins between Britain and Argentina
TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:
*
E.T. Extra-Terrestrials

*
Gandhi

*
Tootsie

*
Poltergeist

MUSIC:

*
Eye of the Tiger, Survivor

*
Jack and Diane, John Cougar Mellancamp
TV:

*
Too Close For Comfort

*
Joanie Loves Chachi

*
The Jeffersons

*
Cheers

CLASS OF 1983

NAIT NEWS

*
NAIT celebrates its 20th anniversary

*
The NAIT Foundation is established

*
NAIT’S CADD lab (largest of its kind in North America) is moved to the Plaza II

*
NAIT’S facilities are used for the Universiade Games

*
NAIT student wins design competition of Universiade competition
CANADA NEWS

*
Canada agrees to test US Cruise missiles in the west

*
PAY-TV begins operating

*
Jeanne Sauve appointed first female Governor General

*
Shaw Conference Center is built in Edmonton

WORLD NEWS

*
Compact Discs are launched

*
A severe drought in Ethiopia brings famine to millions

*
Cellular phones make their first appearance

*
Crack cocaine is developed 

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:
*
The Big Chill

*
Terms of Endearment

MUSIC:

*
Thriller, Michael Jackson
*
Every Breath You Take, The Police
*
Flashdance…What A Feeling, Irene Cara
TV:

*
Falcon Crest

*
Magnum P.I

*
The Day After shows the effects of a nuclear attack

TRENDS:
*
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles are introduced

*
Cabbage Patch Dolls become the sought after item for children

CLASS OF 1984

NAIT NEWS

*
The H. Allen Gray School is acquired and renamed Weswood Campus

*
Patricia Campus is purchased

*
The NAIT Placement Center is created in cooperation with the Canada Employment Center

CANADA NEWS


*
Edmonton Oilers win their first Stanley Cup

*
Marc Garneau becomes the first Canadian to go into space 

*
John Turner becomes new Liberal Prime Minister but is soon defeated by 

Brian Mulroney’s Conservative Party

*
NWT recognizes aboriginal languages as official in addition to English and French

*
The Pope visits Canada

*
Modern Space and Science Center opens in Edmonton

WORLD NEWS

*
Macintosh launches personal computers with the introduction of the mouse

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
The Killing Fields

*
Amadeus

MUSIC:
*
Girls Just Want To Have Fun, Cyndi Lauper
*
Sweet Dreams (Are Made Of This), The Eurythmics
*
Legs, ZZ Top

*
China Girl, Davie Bowie
*
Uptown Girl, Billy Joel
TV:

*
Dynasty

*
The A-Team

*
Simon and Simon

CLASS OF 1985


NAIT NEWS

*
The Naitrium student lounge is opened

*
NAIT introduces the semester system

*
Microcomputer Institute (MCI) is established at Weswood Campus

*
The Distinguished Friend of the Institute Award is created

CANADA NEWS

*
The Edmonton Oilers win the Stanley Cup for the second year in a row

*
The Orbital Strategic Defense Initiatives (Star Wars) Program, and free trade are supported by Mulroney and Reagan

*
A major amendment made to the Indian Act grants Band Councils jurisdiction over reserve lands, and restores rights

*
Canada’s Arctic sovereignty is challenged when US icebreaker Polar Sea travels through the Northwest Passage 

WORLD NEWS

*
A large hole in the ozone layer over Antarctica is discovered
TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA: 

*
The Color Purple

*
Out of Africa

THEATER:
*
Les Miserables premieres in London
MUSIC:
*
What’s Love Got To Do With It?, Tina Turner

*
I’m On Fire, Bruce Springstein
*
The Boys Of Summer, Don Henley

*
Material Girl, Madonna

TV:
*
Cosby Show

*
Knots Landing

*
Family Ties
CLASS OF 1986


NAIT NEWS

*
Plaza II student lounge, The Dock, opens

*
A corvette car raffle is the first NAIT Foundation fundraiser

*
Alumni Services are established

CANADA NEWS

*
EXPO 86 is held in Vancouver, BC

*
UN honors Canada for providing a haven for many of the world’s refugees

*
Canada supports sanctions against South Africa’s apartheid regime

*
The Canadian dollar value is low at 70.20 $ US

*
Fantasy Land Hotel opens in Edmonton

WORLD NEWS


*
Haley’s Comet is visible in the night sky

*
Space shuttle, the Challenger, kills all seven passengers when it explodes during its launch

*
A major nuclear explosion at Soviet Union’s Chernobyl power station scares world

*
Nintendo launches electronic games

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:
*
Platoon

*
A Room with a View

*
Ferris Buellers Day Off

THEATER:
*
The Phantom of the Opera makes world premier in London

MUSIC:
*
Summer of ’69, Bryan Adams
*
Money For Nothing, Dire Straits
*
West End Girls, Pet Shop Boys

TV:

*
Cheers
*
Miami Vice
*
Murder, She Wrote

CLASS OF 1987


NAIT NEWS

*
NAIT begins their 25th anniversary yearlong celebrations with First Class Day

· First Institute-wide alumni homecoming held 

· DND property adjacent to Main Campus purchased to pave the way for planned campus expansion 

CANADA NEWS


*
Tornado rips through Edmonton, killing 26 and injuring hundreds

*
Provincial premiers agree upon the Meech Lake Accord. (Though it does not 
pass until 1990)

*
Pay equity legislation is passed in Ontario

*
The Reform Party is founded with its popularity base centered in Western Canada

*
Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson makes New World record for the 100-meter dash

WORLD NEWS

*
World Stock Market crashes

*
Nazi leader Klaus Barbie is convicted of World War II crimes

*
Free Trade Agreement is made between Canada and the US
TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
The Last Emperor

*
Moonstruck
MUSIC:
*
Walk Like An Egyptian, The Bangles
*
With or Without You, U2

TV:

*
Golden Girls

*
Moonlighting

*
Night Court

CLASS OF 1988

NAIT NEWS

*
The Nest, NAIT’s first licensed student lounge is opened

*
A $4.5 million Campus Development Plan is unveiled

*
A time capsule is created and is to be opened on NAIT’s 50th anniversary

*
The NAIT Foundation announces its first corporate fundraising campaign, Partners For Tomorrow

*
Smoking is restricted to designated areas on NAIT campuses

CANADA NEWS

*
Wayne Gretzky is traded to the LA Kings

*
The Yukon recognizes aboriginal languages as official along with English and French

*
The “French-only” sign law is reinstated after being struck down by the Supreme Court through the “notwithstanding’ clause

*
Winter Olympics open in Calgary

*
Ben Johnson sets world record and wins gold medal at Seoul Olympics in Korea, 2 days later he is stripped of his medal due to his use of steroids

WORLD NEWS

*
George Bush is elected President of the United States

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Rain Man

*
Mississippi Burning

MUSIC:
*
U Got the Look, Prince

*
Need You tonight, INXS

*
Welcome to the Jungle, Guns & Roses

*
Candle in the Wind, Elton John

TV:

*
Who’s The Boss?

*
Growing Pains

*
A Different World

CLASS OF 1989


NAIT NEWS

*
NAIT hosts CCAA national championships for Hockey and Men’s Basketball

*
NAIT teams win gold medals in both events!

*
NAIT gets its own flag

· 10 campus building on NAIT’s Main Campus renamed to reflect change in function:

- Mortar Trades Building becomes Mechanical Technology Building
- Industrial Annex becomes Mechanical Trades Building
- Jay Wing becomes J-Wing
- Plaza I becomes Continuing Education Centre
- Plaza II becomes Engineering Technologies Annex
- Plaza III becomes Power Engineering Annex
- Plaza IV becomes Medical Technologies Annex
- Tower Building becomes Business Centre
- Central Services Building becomes Learning Resources Centre
- Patricia Campus becomes Patricia Trades Campus

*
The NAIT Foundation holds its first fantasy cruise fundraiser

CANADA NEWS

*
The “loonie” replaces the dollar bill

*
Gunmen murder fourteen female engineering students at the University of Montreal

*
First female combat soldier is acknowledged

WORLD NEWS

*
The Berlin Wall comes down!

*
Tanker Exxon Valdez spills eleven million gallons of crude oil into Alaskan waters

*
Tens of thousands of Chinese students take over Beijing’s Tiananmen Square in a rally for democracy.  Thousands are killed as Chinese leaders take hard-line action towards the demonstrators

*
Mikhail Gorbachev is named Soviet President

*
Dalai Lama wins the Nobel Peace Prize

*
US troops invade Panama

*
NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement) takes effect.
TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Driving Miss Daisy

*
Dead Poets Society

MUSIC:

*
She Drives Me Crazy, Fine Young Cannibals
*
Like A Prayer, Madonna
*
Straight-Up, Paula Abdul
*
Sweet Child Of Mine, Guns & Roses
TV:

*
Roseanne

*
Empty Nest

*
Alf

CLASS OF 1990


NAIT NEWS:
*
NAIT assumes administrative responsibility for the Westerra Institute of Technology in Stony Plain

· NAIT Microcomputer Institute at Westwood Campus

· Centre for Entrepreneurship closes 

CANADA NEWS

*
Mohawks and government forces engage in armed confrontation near Oka Quebec

*
Bloc Quebecois is formed by Loucien Bouchard and other Quebec M.P’s

*
Canadian recession is finally announced

WORLD NEWS

*
Persian Gulf War begins

*
South Africa frees Nelson Mandela after being imprisoned for 27 1/2 years

*
Western Alliance ends Cold War
TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Ghost

*
Dances with Wolves

MUSIC:

*
U Can’t Touch This, M.C. Hammer

*
Vogue, Madonna
*
Step By Step, New Kids on the Block

*
Nothing Compares to You, Sinead O’Connor
TV:

*
The Simpsons

*
Seinfeld

*
America’s Funniest Home Videos

*
L.A. Law

FASHION:
*
Grunge

*
Hip-hop style

CLASS OF 1991


NAIT NEWS:
*
NAIT adopts new Mission Statement
*
NAIT launches a made-at-NAIT total quality management program called Continuous Quality Improvement

*
Capital campaign Partners in Tomorrow reaches its fundraising goal of $4.5 million, and exceeds it by almost one million dollars!

CANADA NEWS

*
GST (Goods & Services Tax) is introduced

*
Canadian forces participate in the Gulf War against Iraq

*
Yukon First Nations sign agreement on land claims and self government

*
Ovide Mercredi becomes leader of the Assembly of First Nations

*
A Six Nation’s aboriginal man is allowed for the first time to make a traditional native oath instead of swearing on the bible in court

WORLD NEWS

*
Operation Desert Storm is launched to free Kuwait

*
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia achieve independence

*
The Soviet Union breaks up after Gorbachev’s resignation

*
Boris Yeltsin becomes President of the newly reconstructed Russia 

*
5000 year old mummified body found in the Austrian Alps

*
The Warsaw Pact is officially dissolved

*
Jeffrey Dahmer, who allegedly drugged, raped and cannibalized his 17 victims, is arrested

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Silence of the Lambs

*
JFK

MUSIC:

*
Everything I Do, I Do It For You, Bryan Adams
*
Gonna Make You Sweat (Everybody Dance Now), C+C Music Factory
*
Thunder Struck, AC/DC
*
Losing My Religion, R.E.M
CLASS OF 1992


NAIT NEWS:
*
Quality Council is established to guide NAIT’s new CQI initiative
CANADA NEWS

*
Cod Fishery is shut down

*
Miss Canada Pageant is scrapped

*
World Series is won by the Toronto Blue Jays

*
Roberta Bondar is Canada’s first female astronaut in space

*
New City Hall building is built in Edmonton

WORLD NEWS

*
Bill Clinton is elected President

*
Four LA officers are convicted in the Rodney King beating

*
The Czechoslovak parliament agrees to separate

*
Text-based web browser is made available to the public; within years millions of people are surfing the World Wide Web
*
The term Surfing the Net is coined

*
An Earth Summit held in Rio De Janeiro

*
Euro Disney opens in France

*
China opens its first McDonalds
TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
The Crying Game

*
Unforgiven

MUSIC:
*
Smells Like Teen Spirit, Nirvana
*
Under The Bridge, Red Hot Chili Peppers
*
Enter Sandman, Metallica

*
Right Now, Van Halen

*
Tears In Heaven, Eric Clapton

CLASS OF 1993


NAIT NEWS

*
NAIT celebrates 30th anniversary
*
NAIT Students’ Association introduces Casual Day campus-wide

· NAIT begins process of restructuring to meet challenges of new environment 

*
Alberta Government announces a plan to eliminate the provincial debt within four years, heralding massive changes to post-secondary education system funding and operations

CANADA NEWS

*
Kim Campbell becomes the first female Prime Minister of Canada, however, her conservative party is defeated and nearly eradicated in an election

*
Jean Chretien of the liberal party is elected Prime Minister

*
The Blue Jays win World Series for second year in a row

WORLD NEWS

*
The World Trade Center is bombed in a terrorist attack

*
A cult standoff at Waco, Texas kills 72

*
Space telescope Hubble repaired by Endeavor shuttle crew
*
Queen Elizabeth II announces that Buckingham Palace will be opened to tourists for the first time in history

*
The European Union officially forms

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

FILMS:

*
Schindler’s List

*
In the Name of the Father
MUSIC:

*
Informer, Snow

*
Are You Gonna Go My Way, Lenny Kravitz
*
Jeremy, Pearl Jam
*
Living On The Edge, Aerosmith
TV:
*
David Letterman
*
Frasier

*
The X-Files
TRENDS:

*
Beanie Babies are introduced

CLASS OF 1994

NAIT NEWS

*
NAIT, NAITSA, and the Edmonton and Northern Alberta Crime Stoppers collaborate to launch Canada’s first Campus Crime Stoppers program

· NAIT faces a 20% government grant reduction over three years

*
The culinary program students are invited to participate on Team Alberta in the World Culinary Cup competition for the first time (They win two gold medals!)

CANADA NEWS

*
Jaques Parizeau is elected the new premier of Quebec

WORLD NEWS


*
O.J. Simpson is arrested for killing his wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, and friend

*
Clinton is accused of sexual harassment
*
Nelson Mendela is elected President of South Africa

*
Nancy Kerrigan, Olympic figure skater, is attacked in an attempt to take her out of the games

*
Rwanda’s genocide of Tutsis by the Hutus begins.  An estimated 800,000 slaughtered in 100 days
*
A massive earthquake causes immense devastation in Los Angeles
*
The Channel Tunnel (Chunnel) opens between Britain and France

*
Woodstock ’94 is held

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:


*
Forrest Gump

*
Pulp Fiction

MUSIC:

*
Sabotage, Beastie Boys
*
Mister Jones, Counting Crows
*
Leaving Las Vegas, Sheryl Crow
*
Loser, Beck

TV:
*
ER

*
Friends
*
My So Called Life

CLASS OF 1995


NAIT NEWS

*
The NAIT Foundation holds its first HUMMER Raffle
*
NAIT opens a new Non-Destructive Examination facility on the Main Campus

*
IBM mainframe is phased out as a telecommunications fibber backbone is extended

*
Voice mail is introduced campus-wide

· NAIT becomes a certified Advanced AutoCAD Training Centre, joining a worldwide network of accredited educational institutions officially recognized as centres of Autodesk Inc. product training 

CANADA NEWS

*
Quebec narrowly rejects independence from Canada in referendum with a 51% vote

*
The Canadian Airborne Regiment is disbanded in shame after study of Somalia Affair
*
An intruder breaks into the Prime Ministers home

WORLD NEWS

*
Terrorist bombing of an Oklahoma government building kills 168

*
O.J. Simpson is found not guilty of murder

*
Fighting escalates in Bosnia and Croatia
*
5000 killed in Japanese earthquake

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Braveheart

*
Apollo 13

MUSIC:

*
Waterfalls, TLC
*
Basket Case, Green Day
*
Scream, Michael Jackson and Janet Jackson
*
Zombie, The Cranberries
CLASS OF 1996


NAIT NEWS

*
The South Learning Center facility is opened

*
NAIT Campus Reads & Needs store begins operating

*
State of the art multimedia lab and theatre is officially opened

*
The Shaw Theatre dedication ceremony is held

· NAIT introduces its first applied degree program in Information Systems Technology in collaboration with SAIT (this program and an additional five new programs for Fall 1996 -- two bilingual business programs, Network Engineering Technology, Career and Technology Studies, and Wood Processing Engineering Technology -- bring the Institute's total Access program count to 13, the largest number offered by any Alberta post-secondary) 

· NAIT introduces its first interactive multimedia instructional program on CD-ROM 

CANADA NEWS

*
The two-dollar coin is introduced

*
Federal legislation attempts to ban discrimination against homosexuals
*
A major land claim agreement is made with the Nisg’a tribes of BC

*
Major damage is caused when Saguenay/Lac-St-Jean and several Northern Ontario towns are hit with severe flooding

WORLD NEWS

*
Britain is alarmed by the onslaught of the mad cow disease
*
Prince Charles and Princess Diana agree to divorce

*
A bomb mars summer Olympic games in Atlanta
*
NASA discovers a new planet near the fourth closest star to Earth
TOPPING THE CHARTS…

FILMS:

*
Fargo

*
Jerry Maguire

MUSIC:

*
Macarena, Los Del Rio

*
Killing Me Softly, The Fugees

*
Ironic, Alanis Morissette

TRENDS:
*
Tickle-Me-Elmo is the must have toy of the season

CLASS OF 1997


NAIT NEWS

*
Dr. Sam Shaw becomes NAIT’s fifth president 

· NAIT introduces a Technology Integration Plan to incorporate technological advances and tools into the Institute’s programming 

· NAIT pilots its first training program through the Internet 

· NAIT gets electronic sign on Main Campus 

· Alberta Chamber of Commerce opens office on NAIT Main Campus 

· South Learning Centre lecture hall officially named in honour of the Ghermezian family 

· Westerra Campus closes

CANADA NEWS

*
A 13-kilometer bridge connecting Prince Edward Island to the mainland is opened

*
Provincial premiers, with the exception of Lucien Bouchard, draw up a proposal for constitutional reform in what is known as the Calgary Declaration.

*
Ontario teachers stage a huge walkout to protest unpopular policies of the Mike Harris government

*
Disputes over salmon fishing lead to tension between the US and Canada in the Pacific Northwest

WORLD NEWS


*
Mother Theresa dies at age 87

*
US spacecraft transmits thousands of pictures from Mars
*
Comet Hale-Bopp is the closest it will be to earth until the year 4397

*
Gianni Versace, famous clothing designer, is murdered

*
Hong Kong returns to Chinese rule

*
Princess Diana is killed in a Paris car crash
*
A Scottish researcher creates the first cloned lamb from an adult sheep’s DNA, he names her Dolly
*
The world’s only surviving septuplets are born

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Titanic

*
The Full Monty

MUSIC:

*
Candle In The Wind- Tribute to Princess Diana, Elton John
*
MMMBop, Hanson
*
Crash Into Me, Dave Matthews Band
*
One Headlight, Wallflowers
TRENDS:
*
Tamagotchis, a beeping, needy key chain creature is the first mutable digital life form toy on the market

*
The Pokemon phenomenon among children begins

CLASS OF 1998


NAIT NEWS

*
NAIT celebrates its 35th anniversary

*
NAIT Coat of  Arms is officially presented to the Board of Governors 

· NAIT Foundation launches Capital Equipment Replacement Drive

· NAIT grants first applied degree (Bachelor of Applied Information Systems Technology) to graduating class of 26 students 

CANADA NEWS

*
Millions of people are left without power in mid-winter in parts of Quebec and Ontario due to electrical failures from severe ice storm

*
The federal government issues a formal apology to native peoples for past injustices like the residential school systems

WORLD NEWS


*
President Clinton  is accused in White House sex scandal; he denies allegations of affair with Monica Lewinsky.

*
FDA approves Viagra, a male impotence drug

*
Swiss Air jet crashes over Peggy’s Cove, Nova Scotia, killing all 229 on board

*
Rwanda is convicted for genocide by a UN tribunal

*
Europeans agree on a single currency, the Euro.

*
A landmark peace settlement, the Good Friday Accord, is reached in Northern Ireland
*
El Nino upsets normal weather patterns and affects the world’s climate

*
On-Line Internet user numbers are estimated between 30 to 60 million

TOPPING THE CHARTS…

CINEMA:

*
Saving Private Ryan

*
Shakespeare in Love

*
There’s Something about Mary
MUSIC:
*
Ray Of Light, Madonna

*
Backstreets Back, Backstreet Boys
*
Tubthumping, Chumbawamba

*
Bittersweet Symphony, The Verve

TRENDS:
*
Furby, a cuddly animatronic pet that can move, learn and interact with its environment is the new must have toy for kids

CLASS OF 1999

NAIT NEWS

*
The Common Market cafeteria and the Fresh Express are opened after renovations

· Alberta Learning awards NAIT 97 out of a possible 100 points for the Institute’s performance envelope award, placing NAIT in the top category of KPI scores 

· NAIT partners with the City of Edmonton and Edmonton educational institutions in the Smart Start initiative, a major collaborative effort in public education and the first of its kind in Canada 

· NAIT Board of Governors approves NAIT 2010, a long-range vision that will guide Institute planning and direction well into the next millennium 

· NAIT’s first honorary diplomas are granted to two distinguished Edmontonians in recognition of their outstanding contribution to the community 

· NAIT’s new Souch Campus opens on Edmonton’s south side 

· NAIT’s Welding and Machinist apprenticeship programs becomes the first in the province to offer students the option of going to school one day a week for 40 weeks while working, rather than attending NAIT five days a week for eight weeks 

· Instructional Excellence Awards are introduced at NAIT’s 35th annual graduation ceremonies; students honour four instructors for outstanding contributions to student success 

· Video conferencing capability links NAIT campuses with each other and the world 

· International business development projects and agreements involve NAIT in 17 countries around the world, including Cuba, Thailand, Argentina and Libya 

· Redesigned public website launched during NAIT Open House ’99

· NAIT signs agreement with Oklahoma State University, becoming the university’s first training partner outside the U.S.A. 

CANADA NEWS

*
The Northwest Territories divides to create the new territory in the East called NUNAVUT

*
Several successive waves of illegal immigrants arrive on the shores of BC

*
In the BC interior, native peoples log in defiance of government authorities; on the East Coast, native peoples fish in defiance of government authorities.

WORLD NEWS

*
Judge finds Microsoft to be a monopoly

*
Tobacco companies admit to harm caused by cigarette smoking

*
Two students go on a shooting rampage at Columbine High School, killing 15 including themselves

*
John F. Kennedy Jr. is killed in a plane crash

*
Dr. Jack Kevorkian is convicted of second degree murder in assisted suicide cases

*
Michael Jordan retires from the Chicago Bulls
*
World population reaches 6 billion
*
President Clinton is acquitted of impeachment charges

*
Panama is scheduled to gain control of the Panama Canal from the US

*
The world prepares itself for the possible affects of Y2K
TOPPING THE CHARTS…

FILMS:

*
American Beauty

*
The Cider House Rules

MUSIC:

*
Livin’ La Vida Loca, Ricky Martin
*
Baby One More Time, Britney Spears
*
My Name Is, Eminem
*
Fly Away, Lenny Kravitz
TV:

*
Ally McBeal

*
Buffy the Vampire Slayer
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